
Eucharist Readings         

9th May 2021           Dedication Festival 
 

Collect   
 

Almighty God,  
to whose glory we celebrate the dedication of this house of prayer:  

we praise you for the many blessings you have given to those who worship you here: 
and we pray that all who seek you in this place may find you, 

and, being filled with the Holy Spirit, 
may become a living temple acceptable to you; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 

believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 

poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 

Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Then they invited him to stay for several days.   Acts 10:44-48 

 

A reading from Peter’s first letter 
 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 

and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 

offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 

‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

   a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’                                  1 Peter 2:4-6                                                     

 

A reading from the Gospel according to John 
 

 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 

joy may be complete. 
 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 

the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 

you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.                                                                                                                                                                      

John 15:9-17 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Offertory Hymn 

Angel-voices ever singing 

round thy throne of light, 

angel-harps for ever ringing, 

rest not day nor night; 

thousands only live to bless thee, 

and confess thee Lord of might. 

 

In thy house, great God, we offer 

of thine own to thee; 

and for thine acceptance proffer 

all unworthily, 

hearts and minds and hands and voices 

in our choicest psalmody. 

 

Honour, glory, might and merit 

thine shall ever be, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

blessèd Trinity. 

Of the best that thou hast given 

earth and heaven render thee.  Francis Pott (1861)   Tune: Angel Voices 

 

 

 

Dedication Festival Communion Anthem  

I will celebrate your love forever, O Lord,  

Age after age my words shall proclaim your faithfulness;  

For I claim that love is built to last for ever  

and your faithfulness founded firmly in heavens. 

 

Yours was the arm, and yours the prowess,  

Mighty and exalted your right hand;  

Righteousness and Justice support your throne,  

Love and Faithfulness are your attendants. 

 

Lord you have been our refuge age after age. 

Before the mountains were born,  

Before the world came to birth,  

you were God from all eternity and for ever. 

 

You can turn us back into dust by saying,  

‘Back to what you were, you sons and daughters of men!’ 

To you, a thousand years are a single day,  

a yesterday now over, an hour of the night. 

 

You brush us away like waking dreams, 

They were like grass sprouting and flowering in the morning, 

Withered and dry before dusk. 

Teach us to count how few days we have and so gain wisdom of heart.  



Happy the people who learn to acclaim you! 

O Lord, they will live in the light of your favour;  

They will rejoice in your name all day and exult in your righteousness. 

 

You are their glory and their strength, 

You, by your kindness, raise our fortunes, 

Since both our shield and our king belong to you, O Lord most high. 

William Mathias (1988)   From Psalms 89 and 90. 
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Post Communion 
Father in heaven, 
 whose Church on earth is a sign of your heavenly peace,  

an image of the new and eternal Jerusalem:  
grant to us in the days of our pilgrimage 
that, fed with the living bread of heaven,  

and united in the body of your Son,  
we may be the temple of your presence,  

the place of your glory on earth, 
and a sign of your peace in the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 


